
 
Washington State Liquor Control Board rules for a 

DESIGNATED NON PROFIT 501 (c) (3) 
 
 
 

 
 

*If a Non Profit wants to bring in DONATED alcohol (wine or beer) to serve 
DURING their function, the following rules apply: 

 
1) Obtain a SPECIAL OCCASION LICENSE from the WSLCB.  
This is a 45 day process and costs $60.  You must be CHARGING your 
guests in some manner (admission price, etc) and must SPECIFY that it 
includes x amount of wine (2 glasses per person, etc).  You must be able 
to provide to the WSLCB an invoice showing the origin of the donated 
alcohol – only licensed wineries or breweries can donate – and they 
must not be selling below the true cost. 
 
2) If you do all of the above and serve DONATED wine, The Lynnwood 

Convention Center CANNOT have cash or hosted bars!!!! 
 

*If a DESIGNATED NON PROFIT 501(C) (3) wants to AUCTION off DONATED wine, they 
MUST still obtain a SPECIAL OCCASION LICENSE and can ONLY offer it in the SILENT 
auction!  If you do this, you MAY have the Lynnwood Convention Center provide 
wine service and bars. 
 
*All churches and most schools are designated Non Profit 501 (c) (3)’s.  If your 
group is unsure of the status, you may call the Department of Licensing at 
(360)664-1400 and provide your UBI # to find out. 
 
*Any Non Profit group can auction off wine and beer, but only designated 501(c) 
(3)’s are permitted to solicit and receive DONATED beer and wine. 
 
*The following WAC’s (Washington Administrative Codes) can be found on the 
Washington State Liquor Control Board web site at 
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=314
 
314-05 Special Occasion Licenses 

314-05-020 
314-05-025 
314-05-030 

 
 
*If you have any questions or concerns, you may contact the WSLCB directly.  The 
regional contact at the Washington State Liquor Control Board offices can be 
reached by phone at (360) 664-1792, or via email leh@liq.wa.gov 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=314

